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ARLINGTON REGIA

Maryland - North Carolina - Virginia - Washington D.C. - West Virginia

6 April 2008

Dear Presidents of Attached Councils and Praesidia,

WORKING WITH CHILDREN AS A LEGION ASSIGNMENT - Part 2

RE:  My letter, title as above, dated 1 April 2007

GENERAL:  As stated in referenced letter, each diocese/archdiocese has a program to protect children from sexual and other abuse.  Many, if not all, of these programs require special training and a background investigation for all those who work with children.  Since some of us work with children, we must comply with these programs.  It is the duty of those in officer positions to insure that we are in compliance.  Each praesidium president must insure the praesidium members who work with children are in compliance.  The council president must insure their directly attached praesidia are in compliance.  Each council president with directly attached curiae must insure the attached curiae have a program to monitor compliance.

The Child Protection program in place within the Diocese of Arlington requires annual refresher training for those who have been certified, that is for those who have attended the basic course and have undergone the background investigation.  It is assumed this is true for every diocese/archdiocese falling within the boundaries of the Arlington Regia.  Also, within the Diocese of Arlington, there are two ways to meet this annual requirement.  The first is to attend refresher training scheduled by your parish.  The second is to participate in the diocesan internet refresher program.  Your parish secretary will be able to point you in the right direction for either way..

DIRECTLY ATTACHED PRAESIDIA:  The president of each directly attached praesidium is responsible for determining compliance with the Diocese of Arlington child protection program (VIRTUS) for each member performing Legion work with children.  Verify the status of each member working with children by asking the person in the parish responsible for such things.  Start with the parish secretary.  If a member, working with children as part of a Legion activity, is not in compliance, the member must cease such work immediately, and take immediate steps to get into compliance.  This issue will be a matter of review during visitations by the Arlington Regia.

ATTACHED COUNCILS:  The best way to insure the compliance of attached elements is to make child protection a matter of review during visitations of  attached curiae and praesidia.  

In the service of Our Lady,  

Dennis G. Monroe 

Regia President

